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0-  Liberia  a  Mission 

—  *ct  v'N. 
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A  week  ago  to-night  I  had  the  honor  of 
speaking  to  you  upon  the  subject  of  “Liberia 
a  Mission  Field/’  To-night  my  subject  is 
“Liberia  a  Mission.”  During  these  last  years 
Africa  has  been  partitioned  among  the  na¬ 
tions  of  Europe.  Great  Britain,  France,  Ger¬ 
many,  Belgium,  Italy,  Spain  and  Portugal  to¬ 
day  own  land  which  should  belong,  which  did 
belong,  to  the  black  men  of  that  dark  con¬ 
tinent.  The  division  has  been  an  unkind,  a 
heartless  division.  Africa  has  been  parti¬ 
tioned  not  that  itself  might  be  advanced,  not' 
that  its  black  peoples  might  be  helped,  but 
that  the  different  nations  of  Europe  might 
be  enriched  and  made  more  powerful.  Two 
years  ago  there  were  but  three  pieces  of 
Africa  left  as  independent  states,  Morocco, 
Abyssinia  and  Liberia. 

My  last  visit  to  Africa  was  in  1912.  On 
my  way  down  to  the  west  coast  I  stopped  in 
Morocco  for  two  weeks.  I  was  there  when 
the  Sultan  started  from  Fez  for  Tangier; 
but  you  all  know  that  when  the  Sultan  left 
Fez,  the  old  empire  of  Morocco  neared  its 
end,  and  since  that  time  Morocco  has  ceased 


to  be  an  independent  nation ;  to-day  it  is  a 
part  of  the  French  empire  and  ruled  by  white, 
European  men.  Ahvssinia  still  remains  an  in¬ 
dependent  kingdom,  but  Abyssinia  is  not  and 
never  has  been  a  genuinely  negro  country. 
Abyssinia  is  not  and  never  has  been  a  republic. 
And  with  Italian  development  in  Tripoli  the 
days  of  Abyssinia,  I  fear,  are  numbered.  To¬ 
day  the  only  part  of  the  dark  continent  that 
remains  in  the  hands  and  under  the  control  of 
the  negro  is  Liberia,  the  little  republic  on  the 
west  coast.  It  is  the  only  bit  of  land  in  all 
Africa  that  remains  a  republic  in  government. 

I  hope  you  realize  that  your  race  is  on 
trial  in  Liberia  and  that  there  you  have  your 
only  chance  to  demonstrate  to  the  world  your 
constructive  political  ability.  If  Liberia  is  a 
success,  what  a  demonstration  it  will  be  to  the 
world  of  the  capacity  of  your  race !  If  Liberia 
fails,  it  is  probably  your  last  chance  to  make 
a  record  in  the  field  of  government.  The 
European  nations  know  much  more  about 
Liberia  than  we  do.  England  is  not  unin¬ 
formed  in  regard  to  the  resources  of  Liberia 
and  the  things  that  go  on  there.  France 
watches  Liberian  movement  with  care  and 
nothing  is  done  by  your  representative  govern¬ 
ing  that  black  republic  without  her  knowledge. 
Germany,  with  a  yet  more  watchful  eye,  knows 
every  incident  in  the  daily  history  of  that 
republic.  Europe  is  watching  anxiously,  covet¬ 
ously,  critically  and  with  hostility,  to  see 
whether  that  nation  of  black  men  can  maintain 
itself  upon  that  west  coast.  Are  we  watch¬ 
ing  with  the  same  care?  Do  the  people  in 
the  United  States  know  aught  of  Liberia? 
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Do  we  remember  its  history?  Do  we  know 
the  name  of  its  present  ruler?  Do  we  know 
the  men  who  hold  its  fate  in  their  hands? 
Do  we  know  the  difficulties  they  have  to  face? 
Do  we  realize  that  for  more  than  sixty  years 
they  have  contended  against  the  shrewdest 
politicians  of  European  nations?  Do  we  real¬ 
ize  that  on  the  one  side  they  are  crowded  by 
Great  Britain  and  on  the  other  side  by  France, 
and  that  they  are  constantly  watched  with 
eagle  eye  by  Germany  that,  at  the  fatal  mo¬ 
ment,  she  may  seize  what  she  can  before  the 
neighbors  divide  the  corpse  of  the  dead  repub¬ 
lic?  How  many  of  us  know  the  movement 
of  things  in  Liberia?  White  men  here  know 
nothing  of  it.  What  do  the  black  men  and 
women  in  this  audience  know  about  that  little 
republic  which  demands  and  deserves  to  have 
your  sympathy,  your  interest  and  your  help? 
Is  it  a  vital  question  to  you,  this  of  Liberia? 
It  is  a  vital  question,  but  I  doubt  whether  you 
appreciate  it.  If  you  did  you  would  be  doing- 
more  for  Liberia  than  you  are  doing.  Doctor 
Rankin  spoke  to-night  about  the  vision  which 
he  had,  the  hope  of  development  on  the  bank 
of  the  St.  Paul  River.  He  told  you  of  the 
hospital  that  he  hopes  to  raise ;  the  agricul¬ 
tural  school  which  he  hopes  to  build.  He 
expects  your  help  in  the  rearing  of  school  and 
hospital  and  in  the  erection  of  a  central  build¬ 
ing  for  your  mission  from  which  to  operate 
and  send  forth  influence  into  the  republic ; 
but  Liberia  needs  more  from  you  than  this. 
Liberia  needs  your  interest,  your  sympathy, 
your  money,  your  advice,  your  direction,  your 
prayers  and  your  aid  in  a  thousand  ways 
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beyond  those  that  he  has  indicated.  Liberia, 
if  she  is  to  succeed,  must  have  the  colored 
people  of  the  United  States  unitedly  interested 
in  her  welfare  and  absolutely  behind  her  to  a 
man,  woman  and  child.  There  are  but  a  few 
people  there  in  Liberia,  tired  people,  worn- 
out  people,  who  need  help  if  they  are  to  make 
a  successful  struggle  to  maintain  a  republic 
in  that  black  continent.  Not  until  every  one 
of  you  feels  your  duty  to  Liberia,  not  until 
every  one  of  you  do  what  you  can  to  help 
her,  can  she  hope  for  success.  If  the  Ameri¬ 
can  black  people  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  her  appeal, 
if  American  black  people  are  ignorant  in  re¬ 
gard  to  her  dangers,  her  hopes,  her  enter¬ 
prises,  her  efforts,  Liberia  will  fail.  You  are 
the  only  human  aid  to  whom  she  can  look. 

If  you  are  the  aid  to  which  Liberia  looks, 
how  can  you  help  her?  What  ought  the  black 
people  of  the  United  States  to  do  for  the 
black  people  in  the  little  republic  of  Liberia 
on  the  west  coast  of  Africa? 

Well,  to  begin  with  you  must  constantly  be 
in  close  and  intimate  contact  with  them.  In 
no  other  way  can  you  appreciate  their 
problems ;  in  no  other  way  can  you  aid  them 
to  solve  these  problems?  They  must  come 
here  to  see  what  you  are  doing  in  the  United 
States.  Every  person,  white  or  black,  who 
looks  fairly  at  the  progress  which  your  race 
has  made  in  the  United  States  since  the  eman¬ 
cipation,  must  be  filled  with  wonder,  with 
approval,  with  satisfaction  and  delight.  You 
have  done  nobly.  Do  you  not  think  that 
for  the  Liberian  to  see  the  progress  you  have 
made  will  help  him  to  advance?  Do  you  not 
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think  that  every  Liberian  who  visits  this 
country  and  comes  into  contact  with  your 
churches  and  your  schools,  your  study-classes, 
your  clubs,  your  enterprises  of  every  sort, 
when  he  goes  back,  can  help  to  do  larger 
things?  Invite  them  on  every  possible  occa¬ 
sion  to  send  delegates  to  your  councils  and 
conferences,  to  your  public  gatherings  and 
celebrations. 

You  need  to  go  to  Liberia  and  see  what 
they  are  doing.  How  many  men  are  there 
here,  colored  men  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  men 
in  professions,  who  have  training  in  law  or 
medicine  or  in  the  ministry,  who  could  go  to 
Liberia  for  some  vacation  and  see  for  them¬ 
selves  what  the  people  yonder  are  trying  to 
undertake?  Why  don’t  you  do  so?  How 
many  of  you  exchange  letters  with  Liberian 
friends?  Some  of  your  friends  have  gone 
there  and  settled.  Have  you  kept  up  acquaint¬ 
ance?  Do  you  correspond  with  them?  Do 
you  keep  them  informed  as  to  the  things 
you  are  doing?  Do  you  show  an  interest 
in  the  things  they  are  doing?  There  should 
be  a  mass  of  correspondence  crossing  the 
Atlantic  between  the  black  people  yonder 
and  the  black  people  here.  They  are  found¬ 
ing  little  reading  circles  yonder.  For  exam¬ 
ple,  at  Edina  there  is  a  little  group  of  boys, 
meeting  nights  in  rented  rooms  to  read.  They 
need  books ;  they  need  magazines ;  they  need 
newspapers.  How  many  of  you  send  books 
and  magazines  and  papers  over  there  to  Li¬ 
beria  to  help  them?  You  could  do  it.  You 
could  help  those  people  greatly  if  you  would 
give  them  the  feeling  that  sympathy,  interest, 
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knowledge  that  you  and  they  are  part  of 
one  great  people,  exist.  You  are  not  doing 
it  to  any  great  extent.  I  saw  few  letters  from 
America  while  I  was  in  that  country ;  I  saw 
few  evidences  of  interest  on  your  part  in 
Liberia ;  yet,  if  Liberia  is  to  succeed,  there 
must  be  constant  and  continued  contact  be¬ 
tween  them  and  yourselves. 

Secondly,  if  Liberia  is  to  succeed,  you  must 
help  them  in  the  development  of  their  re¬ 
sources.  Now  it  happens  that  Liberia  is  the 
richest  part  of  the  whole  continent.  It  is  a 
land  of  virgin  resources.  White  men  have 
traded  in  West  Africa  for  centuries;  they 
brought  beads  and  trade  stuffs  and  took  out 
the  precious  things  they  could  get  from  the 
black  people  of  Africa.  The  trade  has  been 
largely  in  the  hands  of  the  British.  The 
steamers  and  sailing  vessels  that  went  up  and 
down  that  coast  trading  for  produce  were 
mainly  British  vessels.  The  whole  coast  has 
been  exploited,  but  Liberia  has  been  neglected. 
Why?  Because  they  thought  Liberia  could  be 
starved  into  becoming  a  British  possession ; 
if  their  ships  would  not  trade  with  the  little 
black  republic  it  would  in  time  come  under 
the  Union  Jack ;  so  it  was  left  alone  and  neg¬ 
lected  through  the  years.  To-day  the  trade 
of  Western  Africa  is  not  so  completely  in 
British  hands  as  once  it  was.  There  are  now 
other  ships  besides  the  English  vessels  that 
land  at  the  coast  ports.  Under  these  new 
conditions,  Liberia  is  beginning  to  be  able  to 
sell  her  products  to  advantage  to  the  out¬ 
side  world,  but  she  is  still  undeveloped,  with 
a  wealth  of  oil,  rubber,  coffee,  gums,  piassava 
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fibre  and  rich  mineral  deposits.  Who  should 
exploit  this  wealth?  To  whom  does  it  be¬ 
long?  It  belongs  to  black  men.  Why,  then, 
should  it  be  sold  to  white  men?  Why  should 
Liberia  depend  for  its  development  upon  for¬ 
eigners  and  white  men?  I  had  a  letter  only 
a  few  days  ago  from  T.  McCants  Stewart  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Liberia,  who  is  now 
in  London.  This  letter  was  written  to  me 
on  headed  paper  and  the  letter-heading  reads 
as  follows:  “Liberian-American  Produce 
Company,  Limited.  .Agriculture  (oils,  coffee) 
— Public  Works  (roads) — Mining  (gold). 
Justice  Stewart  is  raising  money  for  that 
enterprise  in  London.  Isn’t  it  a  pity?  Isn’t 
it  strange  that  wealth  which  belongs  to  black 
people  should  have  to  be  sold  to  whites  when 
there  are  millions  of  black  men  getting  rich 
here  in  the  United  States,  whose  money,  if 
it  were  needed  for  the  development  of  Li¬ 
beria,  ought  to  be  at  work  yonder  for  the 
betterment  of  black  folk?  I  had  a  letter 
from  another  friend,  from  Monrovia,  only  a 
few  days  ago.  In  this  letter  the  following 
occurs:  (Dossen,  Ross,  Stewart)  “and  about 
forty  others ;  they  all  expect  to  have  a  din¬ 
ner  and  a  big  time  in  England  on  July  26.” 
July  26  was  only  yesterday.  Last  night  Mr. 
T.  McCants  Stewart  and  Mr.  Ross  and  Judge 
Dossen  and  about  forty  others  had  their  fine 
banquet  in  London.  The  object  of  their  pres¬ 
ence  there  is  to  get  British  capital  to  develop 
black  men’s  resources.  Notice  the  day  their 
banquet  took  place ;  it  was  the  26th  of  July. 
How  many  of  you  know  what  the  26th  of 
July  is?  Hands  up,  please,  hands  up.  A  few. 


It  is  the  anniversary  of  the  declaration  of 
independence  of  the  Liberian  republic.  It 
celebrates  that  splendid  event  which,  in  1847, 
added  a  new  nation  to  the  sisterhood  of  na¬ 
tions  of  the  world — a  nation  of  black  men 
organized  upon  a  democratic-republican  form 
of  government.  That  was  yesterday.  Did  we 
celebrate  the  day  here  in  Chicago?  Over  in 
London,  where  they  keep  track  of  Liberian 
affairs,  white  men  and  black  men  together 
celebrated  it  and  talked  over  raising  capital 
for  an  American- Liberian  Produce  Company. 
Black  men  in  the  United  States  have  pros¬ 
pered  so  well  that  they  are  looking  for  in¬ 
vestments;  if  you  are  looking  for  invest¬ 
ments  that  will  pay  the  highest  returns,  look 
to  Liberia.  Do  not  misunderstand  me.  Unless 
you  watch  your  money  it  will  get  away  from 
you,  whether  it  is  invested  in  Liberia  or  in 
the  United  States, — whether  it  is  invested 
with  white  men  or  with  black  men ;  but  if  it 
does,  that  is  your  own  fault.  You  should  look 
into  the  things  that  you  are  invited  to  invest 
in,  and  after  you  have  looked  into  them  you 
should  keep  your  eyes  upon  your  investment 
and  keep  your  hand  there.  When  you  do  that 
in  Liberia  it  will  help  the  most  natural  field 
of  investment  for  black  people. 

In  the  third  place,  there  should  be  direct 
connection  between  this  country  and  Liberia. 
I  wish  I  had  the  time  to  tell  you  the  history 
of  the  lines  of  boats  that  have  plied  between 
the  two  countries.  There  have  been  such 
boats,  and  at  one  time  a  considerable  trade 
was  built  up  in  that  way.  It  was  long  ago. 
It  was  interrupted  by  the  civil  war.  How 
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many  things  that  war  upturned.  Some  of 
them  ought  to  be  upturned,  some  ought  not, 
and  among  the  things  that  should  not  have 
been  harmed  or  hindered  was  that  old  trade 
between  the  United  States  and  Liberia.  Well, 
for  many  years  there  has  been  no  easy  way 
of  going  from  New  York  or  Baltimore  to 
Liberia.  One  had  to  go  from  New  York  to 
Liverpool  or  Hamburg  or  Antwerp  and  then 
by  a  different  line  of  steamers  from  that  place 
down  the  west  coast  of  Africa.  It  was  expen¬ 
sive  work;  it  was  time  consuming;  it  was  a 
long,  hard,  tiresome  journey.  There  ought  to 
be  a  direct  line  of  steamers.  It  happens  that 
now  there  is  a  steamer  once  in  two  months. 
On  one  sailing  it  is  an  English,  the  next  time 
it  is  a  German  steamer.  From  New  York  to 
Monrovia  the  journey  is  made  in  nineteen 
days.  There  ought  to  be  a  good  line  of  steam¬ 
ers  sailing  every  two  weeks,  or  at  most  every 
month ;  it  ought  to  be  a  line  of  steamers  that 
is  not  controlled  in  England  or  Germany ;  it 
ought  to  be  controlled  by  American  black 
people.  It  should  be  easy  for  you,  if  you 
want  to  see  Liberia,  to  take  your  own  com¬ 
fortable  steamer  in  Baltimore  or  New  York, 
and  in  decent  staterooms,  with  clean  sur¬ 
roundings  and  with  gentlemanly  treatment,  to 
make  your  journey  in  first-class  style  to  Li¬ 
beria,  in  order  to  visit  your  friends  and  cous¬ 
ins,  who  over  yonder  are  trying  to  maintain 
an  independent  state. 

In  the  fourth  place  they  should  have  a  bank 
there.  They  need  a  bank  as  badly  as  they 
need  anything.  There  are  plenty  of  Liberians 
who  have  some  money ;  they  are  not  alto- 
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gether  paupers ;  they  are  not  begging  you  to 
come,  but  they  need  a  bank.  There  is  a  bank 
there.  The  British  Bank  of  West  Africa  has 
branches  in  different  parts  of  the  republic. 
I  saw  something  recently  about  a  French  bank 
in  Monrovia ;  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is 
flourishing  or  not.  But  any  British  bank,  or 
French  bank,  or  German  bank,  established  in 
Liberia  does  not  meet  the  needs  of  the  people 
of  the  republic;  those  banks  are  run  simply 
for  commercial  ends,  not  as  a  means  of  ele¬ 
vating  or  helping  a  race.  They  are  run  sim¬ 
ply  to  put  cash  in  the  pockets  of  white  stock¬ 
holders  in  European  towns.  Well,  it  ought 
not  to  be  so ;  it  should  be  different.  There 
should  be  a  good  bank  there,  with  three 
branches  in  different  places.  It  should  be  a 
negro  bank,  with  Libero-American  capital.  If 
you  will  supply  experience  and  half  the  capital 
there  would  be  no  trouble  about  the  Liberians 
putting  up  the  other  half.  Such  a  bank  would 
be  a  good  enterprise  both  from  the  point  of 
view  of  making  money  for  stockholders  and 
of  helping  to  make  the  nation  strong  and 
respectable. 

There  is  a  fifth  way  in  which  you  ought 
to  help  Liberia,  and  this  is  the  last  specific 
way  that  I  shall  mention.  You  ought  to  help 
Liberia  by  sending  men  and  women  there. 
The  people  of  Liberia  need  to  be  reinforced. 
There  is  room  there  for  hundreds,  thousands, 
tens  of  thousands.  Ten  thousand  American 
negroes  going  over  there,  carrying  in  ideas, 
energy,  and  cash,  would  do  an  awful  sight 
of  good  to  that  poor  Liberian  republic.  But 
they  don’t  want  hoboes ;  they  don’t  want  fail- 
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ures.  It  is  no  place  for  failures.  A  failure 
who  goes  to  Liberia  will  starve  to  death,  and 
ought  to  starve.  In  Liberia  they  need  a  spe¬ 
cial  type  of  people.  They  need  people  who 
are  young  and  vigorous,  and  there  ought  to 
be  any  quantity  of  young  and  vigorous  men 
and  women  ready  to  go  to  Liberia  and  carve 
themselves  out  success,  and  help  to  make  con¬ 
ditions  firm  and  strong  and  to  develop  that 
nation  so  that  it  should  and  shall  be  respected 
wherever  its  name  is  heard.  They  must  be 
serious  and  prepared  persons,  who  have  the 
preparation  to  do  something,  people  with  a 
definite  purpose.  They  must  be  persistent  and 
dogged  persons,  because  it  is  no  easy  thing 
to  go  to  a  new  country  arid  make  a  success. 
They  must  have  strong  hopes.  They  must 
have  a  definite  plan  and  must  stick  to  it 
through  every  kind  of  disappointment  and 
never  think  of  failure.  If  they  do  not  think 
of  failures,  they  will  not  fail.  They  must 
have  ideas  and  judgment.  But  do  not  think 
that  you  will  be  welcome.  O  dear,  no.  No, 
they  will  not  receive  all  with  open  arms  if  you 
go  over  there.  It  makes  no  difference  how  high 
your  purpose,  nor  how  noble  your  ambition, 
nor  what  bright  views  you  have  for  the  future 
of  the  country, — they  are  not  going  to  welcome 
you  warmly.  They  will  think  “here  comes  a 
man  who  plans  to  criticize  us  here;  he  is  a 
smart  Aleck  who  isn’t  satisfied  with  the  way 
we  do  things ;  he  is  a  man  who  wants  our 
job — well,  he  shan’t  have  it.”  You  see.  Nat¬ 
urally  enough  there  are  not  too  many  jobs. 
Every  job  is  taken,  and  when  they  see  a  man 
coming  in  they  distrust  him  as  an  intruder. 


But  good  men  will  make  jobs  for  themselves. 
If  only  you  will  go  in  numbers  and  form 
villages  and  organize  new  towns  and  develop 
new  country,  in  a  few  years  you  will  have 
enough  jobs  and  positions  to  outfit  all  your 
people,  and  there  will  be  so  much  doing  in 
that  republic  that  there  will  be  room  for  each 
and  all,  and  there  will  be  no  need  of  fear 
that  those  already  there  will  be  crowded  out 
by  the  newcomers.  Go  with  the  feeling  that 
you  have  got  to  win  your  own  way.  You 
will  have  some  difficulties  to  meet  before  you 
find  your  place,  but  you  have  a  place ;  and 
then  when  you  have  found  it,  remember  that 
you  are  helping  to  build  a  nation,  a  nation 
that  shall  be  respected  and  will  demonstrate 
to  the  whole  world  that  the  black  man  is  not 
inferior  when  it  comes  to  constructive  labor. 
Look  at  your  own  church  here  with  its  mil¬ 
lion  members.  “Thank  God  for  Allen’s 
church.”  It  is  the  finest  example  of  negro 
constructive  ability,  I  believe,  presented  to  the 
public  gaze  at  the  present  hour.  If  you  have 
accomplished  this  here  in  the  United  States, 
what  can  you  people  do  over  yonder  in  a  land 
which  is  a  black  man’s  country — which  must 
be  developed  by  black  men  and  held  by  black 
men  for  their  race  to  the  end  of  time.  The 
victory  will  come  if  they  can  have  your  help. 
It  will  not  come  unless  they  have  your  help. 

In  closing  there  are  just  two  words  I  wish 
to  say.  With  mutual  knowledge  (that  is,  when 
they  know  you  better  and  when  you  know 
them  better),  with  mutual  sympathy  (yours 
and  theirs),  and  with  vigorous  team-work, 
realizing  that  it  is  your  one  chance  in  Liberia, 
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it  will  be  your  fault  if  she  is  crowded  and 
wiped  off  the  map.  Realizing  that  and  work¬ 
ing  together  harmoniously,  think  what  a  vic¬ 
tory  you  can  gain  there  on  the  west  coast  of 
Africa.  It  would  be  the  most  splendid  thing 
that  your  race  has  ever  done  anywhere. 

Lastly,  I  want  you  to  realize  why  I  say, 
“Liberia  a  Mission.”  If  the  victory  comes, 
and  it  does  come  it  is  to  your  credit,  Liberia 
becomes  a  beacon  and  a  ray  of  hope.  A  suc¬ 
cessful  Liberia  means  so  much  for  Africa. 
If  Liberia  succeeds,  its  influence  goes  to  the 
remotest  corner  of  that  dark  continent.  If 
Liberia  is  a  success,  a  whole  continent  is  ele¬ 
vated  and  lifted  and  a  whole  race  is  redeemed. 
After  all  is  said  and  done,  African  Redemp¬ 
tion  depends  upon  the  black  republic. 


